
people of Decatur never 

thought of Lake of the 

Woods as having a good 

ōŜŀŎƘΧǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ 

lake had no possibilities 

ǿƘŀǘǎƻŜǾŜǊΦέ  {ƻƻƴΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ 

Mr. Youells fell ill and was 

unable to keep up with the 

hard work of maintaining a 

camp; he sold the dance hall 

to a Decatur company and it 

was moved into the city.  

¢ƘŜ ¸ƻǳŜƭƭǎΩ ŦŀǊƳ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ 

the possession of a Mrs. 

Gothe, who also built a 

dance hall (dancing was the 

ǊŀƎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƻŀǊƛƴƎ Ψнлǎύ 

and planned to turn the 53-

acre farm on the western 

shore of Lake of the Woods 

into a summer resort.  

SEE PAGE 5  

   Both Florence and I. Louis 
Greenberg, the founders of 
Lake of the Woods and 
Greenwoods Camp, showed 
an interest in the welfare of 
children at a young age.  
Louis and Florence first met 
ŀǘ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ aŀǊƪǎ bŀǘƘŀƴ 
Orphan Home, where Flor-
ence volunteered while 
Louis worked as the assistant 
superintendant.  Eventually, 
Florence outgrew her volun-
teer position and formed the 
Jewish Big Sisters organiza-
tion, which bettered the 
ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
through donations of time 
and money.  Having married, 
Louis and Florence moved to 
Winnipeg, Canada, where 
the two continued their 
work in youth welfare.  
Later, the Greenberg family 
returned to Chicago, where 
Louis was employed at the 

Great West Life Insurance 
Company.  In the words of 
CƭƻǊŜƴŎŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ά[ƻǳƛǎ 
was unhappy selling insur-
ance.  He very quietly went 
looking for a camp site and 
found what he wanted in 
5ŜŎŀǘǳǊΣ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΦέ 
   The Greenbergs were not 

the first to appreciate the 

potential of 84600 47 ½ 

Street as a summer destina-

tion.  As early as the turn of 

the century, Milo and Mary 

Youells owned the farm that 

is currently LWC and GWC.  

wŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛπ

ties, the Youells constructed 

a dance hall and marketed to 

summer boarders and were 

άǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘΦέ  

However, they were fighting 

an uphill battle; according to 

the Decatur RepublicanΣ άǘƘŜ 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAKE OF THE WOODS AND 

GREENWOODS, PRE-1935 ɂ 1955 

FROM CAMPER TO COUNSELOR TO P.D.: DANA COHN 

By Stephanie and Faith  
 
    Recently, Faith and 
Stephanie questioned Lake 
of the Woods program direc-
tor Dana Cohn about her 
experiences about camp. 
 
BIG HOUSE BENCHESτWe 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǎƪŜŘ 5ŀƴŀΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ 
ŎŀƳǇ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚέ  {ƘŜ 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ŎŀƳǇ ƛǎ 
where I spent my summers 

as a little girl, and I love the 
ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ  
bŜȄǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀōƛƴ 
were you in your first year of 
ŎŀƳǇΚέ  ά.ŀǊƴŀǊŘ 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀōƛƴ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴΣέ ǎƘŜ 

answered.  We then started 

to wonder what her job 

meant to her.  She had to 

think for a while on this one 

ōǳǘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ άLǘΩǎ 

the best job in the whole 

world!  I get to work with 

the great staff, and wonder-

ful people help this camp 

Ǌǳƴ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅΦέ  5ŀƴŀ ǎŀȅǎ 

that the main reason that 

she likes her job is because 

she loved going to camp 

when she was younger, 

SEE PAGE 4 
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first issue of the Twin 

Woods Press, a bi-

weekly newspaper 

produced by LWC 

and GWC campers 

and staff to inform 

the camp community 

about the various 

goings-on at 84600 

47 1/2 Street.  Look 

out for our next issue 

at the end of first 

session! 



By Dale 

INFIRMARYτAs all know, the 
flu is going around and it is 
anything but fun.  Interestingly, 
people are more afraid of hav-
ing to stay overnight in the 
infirmary than they are of 
catching the actual flu!  Kids 
that have stayed in the infir-
mary say their time there was 
rather uneventful, and that 
they almost never were able to 
talk to their friends in an effort 
to prevent the contagious dis-
ease from spreading.  Many 
campers are doing other things 
to prevent the flu from spread-
ing, such as not sharing cups or 

items that have been sneezed 
upon, as both could be covered 
in germs. 
   When interviewed about the 
flu, Nurse Angela said that kids 
usually come in at least twice a 
day showing flu-like symptoms, 
but that these 
cases were 
usually just a 
stomach ache.  
She says the 
best cure for 
the flu is bed-
rest and a type 
of medicine 
called Antipy-
retic. 

   Symptoms for the flu include 
disorientation, vomiting, and 
stomach ache.  If you show any 
of these symptoms, please 
report to the infirmary immedi-
ately to prevent the flu from 
spreading any further! 

because counselors can beat 
kids! 
 
How many activities have you 
planned? 
Twenty. 
 
Have any campers ever created 
an activity? 
Yes, a girl named Kelly created 
the Amazing Race. 

By Kelly 
 
Mandy is the Evening Program 
Coordinator at Lake of the 
Woods. 
 
BIG HOUSE PORCHτAbout 
how much time do you need to 
think up an evening program? 
New programs take a few 
hours. 
 
What is your favorite evening 
program and why? 
Camper/Counselor Challenge, 

FLU FUN 

AN INTERVIEW WITH MANDY 

start Decades Night.  At the 
very beginning some of the 
counselors preformed their 
ƻǿƴ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ά²ŜΩǊŜ 
!ƭƭ ƛƴ ¢Ƙƛǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ  ¢ƘŜ 
counselors performed various 
songs from many decades 
while wearing different cos-
tumes throughout the show. 
Also, in between songs was a 
hula hoop contest. Each cabin 
selected one camper to com-
pete in the hula hoop contest. 
When a person dropped their 
hoop, they were given a groovy 

disco necklace!  The cabin Sarah 
Lawrence danced to the song 
άbƛŎŜǎǘ YƛŘǎ ƛƴ ¢ƻǿƴέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
musical Hairspray. Briargate 
performed to the classic tune 
άLǘΩǎ wŀƛƴƛƴƎ aŜƴΦέ  ±ŀǎǎŀǊ 
West started their performance 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
{ƛȄǘƛŜǎέ ŦǊƻƳ IŀƛǊǎǇǊŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
then flashed into the future: 
they changed their song and 
ended the dance as robots!  
Those are just a few of the 
amazing performances from 
Decades Night. 

,7#ȭ3 ",!34 &2/- 4(% 0!34 

By Olivia 
 
PAVILIONτDuring each ses-
sion, Lake of the Woods has 
many evening programs.  The 
first program of the first ses-
sion of 2008 was Decades 
Night. Each cabin was given a 
decade, and then the campers 
had to make up a dance to one 
of the songs from that decade.  
The cabins also dressed up in 
the style of that decade.  All of 
the cabins headed over to the 
Pavilion a little after dinner to 
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Be sure to report 

to the infirmary if 

you show any flu -

like symptoms!  

[²/Ωǎ 5ŜŎŀŘŜǎ bƛƎƘǘ LWC evening program coordi-
nator Mandy 


